To:  OCFO-Regional-Comptro!ler[OCFORegionalComptroller@epa.gov];  Ferguson, 

Ralph[Ferguson. Ralph@epa.gov];  Meltzer,  Kathy[Meltzer.Kathy@EPA.GOV];  Brown, 
Cynthia[Brown. Cynthia@epa.gov];  Wood,  David[Wood. David@epa.gov] 

From:  Bieienberg,  Ben 

Sent:  Fri  8/14/2015  8:12:04  PM 

Subject:  FW:  Gold  King  Mine  Budget  Shortfall 


Begin  forwarded  message: 

From:  "Vanroden,  Victoria"  <Vanroden. Victoria@epa.gov> 

Date:  August  14,  2015  at  2:02:10  PM  MDT 

To:  "Tucker,  Carol"  <tticker.carol@epa.gov>.  "Rotola,  Joe"  <Rotola.Joe@epa.gov>. 
"Mosher,  Eric"  <Mosher, Eric@  epa. gov>.  "Gross,  Bonnie"  <Gross.bonnie@epa.gov>. 
"Webster,  James"  <Webster.James@epa.gov>.  "El-Zein,  Jason"  <el-zein.iason@epa.gov>. 

"Borries,  Samuel"  <borries.saniuel@epa.gov>.  "Crossland,  Ronnie" 

<Crossland  .Ronnie@epa.gov>.  "Petersen,  Chris"  <petersen.chris@epa.gov>.  "Hayes, 

Scott"  <Haves.Scott@,epa.gov>.  "Buchholz,  Ken"  <Buchholz.Kenneth@epa.gov>. 

"Ostrander,  David"  <Ostrander  David@epa.gov>.  "Meer,  Daniel" 

<Meer.Daniel@epa. gov>.  "Guria,  Peter"  <Guria.Peter@epa. gov>.  "Allen,  HarryL" 
<Allen.HarrvL@epa.gov>.  "Field,  Chris"  <F i el d . Chri s @ epa . gov>.  "Terada,  Calvin" 

<T erada.Calvin@epa.gov>.  "Williams,  Laura"  < williams.laura@epa.gov> 

Cc:  "Woodyard,  Josh"  <W oodv ard . J osfa ua@ epa. gov>.  "Irizarry,  Gilberto" 

<lrizarrv  , Gilberto@epa. gov>.  "Beasley,  Lynn"  <Beaslev . Lynn@ epa. gov>.  "Cheatham, 
Reggie"  <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>.  "Tubs,  Dana"  <Tuhs  Dana@epa.gov>.  "Martinez, 
Lavone"  <Martinez.Lavone@epa.gov>.  "Guameiri,  Lisa"  <Guameiri  Lisa@epa.gov>. 
"Canzler,  Erica"  <Canzler .Erica@epa.gov> 

Subject:  Gold  King  Mine  Budget  Shortfall 

All  - the  Gold  King  Mine  release  is  in  need  of  funds  to  address  response  activities  through 
the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  rough  estimate  provided  by  Regions  6,  8 and  9 is  high  and 
the  EOC  finance  desk  is  gathering  more  details  on  these  estimated  needs.  OCFO  is  looking 
to  OSWER  to  fund  this  gap  and  they  stated  they  do  not  have  funds  available.  Neither 
OSWER  nor  OEM  have  significant  amount  of  C6  removal  funds  on  hand  at  this  time.  As 
you  know,  OEM  was  holding  approx.  $8M  aside  for  the  EOY  “ugly  baby”  sites. 
Unfortunately,  all  those  funds  will  now  need  to  be  used  for  the  Gold  King  Mine  release. 
OCFO  wants  to  ensure  we  avoid  obligating  more  than  we  have  available  and  violating  the 
Anti-Deficiency  Act. 


Below  is  a summary  of  available  C6  removal  balances  nationwide.  For  instance,  there  is 
approx.  $53.9M  available  in  extramural  funds.  I know  folks  obligate  these  funds  closer  to 
the  end  of  year,  and  I’m  sure  you  have  needs.  However,  OCFO  has  pulled  this  same  info, 
and  is  looking  to  OSWER  to  address  the  Gold  King  Mine  funding  needs  with  these 
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available  balances,  or  provide  a good  justification  of  why  OCFO  should  seek  additional 
funds  from  Congress  (e.g.,  supplemental,  approval  to  reprogram  of  $1M  ceiling).  It  would 
be  best  if  we  make  an  internal  attempt  to  utilize  our  own  resources  in  the  least  painful  way 
possible  to  address  this  situation  - otherwise  OCFO  will  be  making  that  decision  for  us. 


I wanted  to  share  this  information  so  folks  understood  the  severity  of  the  funding  issue  and 
how  all  of  us  together  are  going  to  need  to  chip  in  funds  to  allow  work  to  continue  at  this 
high  profile  release.  I would  suggest  we  attempt  to  come  up  with  a funding  proposal  soon  — 
before  others  do  an  automatic  cut  for  us.  I know  this  is  going  to  be  a shock  hearing  this  and 
it  is  extremely  upsetting  for  all.  I hope  we  can  all  work  together  to  help  our  fellow  regions 
out  with  this  difficult  funding  situation. 


Here  are  p/p  C6  available  balances: 


Extramural  funds  (exclude  payroll  and  travel  ceiling  dollars): 
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